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Areas of interest
Philosophy: philosophy of science, ethics, social and political philosophy
Science and Technology Studies: science policy, environmental policy
Data Science: text mining, bibliometrics, philosophy of statistical modeling
Professional appointments
2023- Department Chair University of California, Merced (Department of Philosophy)
2023- Associate Professor of Philosophy University of California, Merced (Department of Philosophy; Affiliate Faculty, Public Health Graduate Group; Affiliate Faculty, Health Sciences Research Institute)
2019-2023 Assistant Professor of Philosophy University of California, Merced (Department of Cognitive Science)
2017-2019 Postdoctoral Researcher University of California, Davis (Data Science Intiative)
2015-2017 Science and Technology Policy Fellow American Assocation for the Advancement of Science (2015-16: Hosted by the Environmental Protection Agency, Chemical Safety for Sustainability Program; 2016-17: Hosted by the National Science Foundation, National Robotics Initiative)
2013-2015 Postdoctoral Fellow University of Western Ontario (Rotman Institute of Philosophy)
2012-2013 Postdoctoral Fellow University of Notre Dame (College of Arts and Letters and Department of Philosophy)
Education
2012 PhD, Philosophy University of Notre Dame (Notre Dame, IN)
2003 MS, Mathematics University of Illinois, Chicago (Chicago, IL)
2002 BS, Mathematics + Politics and Government University of Puget Sound (Tacoma, WA)
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Scholarly talks
April 2024 Dewey Center, Southern Illinois State University Carbondale Defusing the Democracy Defense: Scientists as Epistemic Representatives (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1tKTnaKNt0Y)
· Invited
May 2024 Knowledge, Science, and Society Developing a Values in Science Scale (VISS) (UC San Diego)
May 2023 11th Values in Medicine, Science, and Technology Conference Anarchism, Cynicism, and Public Critique of Science (UT Dallas)
· Invited
November 2022 Philosophy of Science Association (2022 Biennial Meeting, Pittsburgh, PA)
· Symposium organizer: Race, Science, and Race Science
Presentation (with Emilio Lobato): Mainstreaming Race Science
May 2022 Conference on Values in Medicine, Science, and Technology Developing Measures of Public Perceptions of Values in Science (UT Dallas)
April 2022 Center for Values in Medicine, Science, and Technology The Crisis of Trust in Science, and Other Myths (UT Dallas)
· Invited
April 2022 Values in Science and Political Philosophy Developing Measures of Public Perceptions of Values in Science (Claremont McKenna College)
November 2021 Philosophy of Science Association Critical Theory for Science (2020/21 Meeting, Baltimore, MD)
· Symposium: Science and Justice
March 2021 Digital Studies of Digital Science (DS²) Open science can’t solve the replication crisis (UCLouvain)
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uheU_W7_oz8
July 2020 Consortium for Socially Relevant Philosophy of/in Science and Engineering (2020 Conference, East Lansing, MI)
· Individual Presentation: When Virtues are Vices: The Weaponization of Epistemic Values Panelist: Philosophy of Science Of/In Artificial Intelligence Conference cancelled due to Covid-19
May 2020 Symposium on Values in Medicine, Science, and Technology When Virtues are Vices: “Anti-Science” Epistemic Values in Environmental Politics (UT Dallas)
· Invited https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4zpdIxsh7_Q
May 2020 10th Annual Conference on Values in Medicine, Science, and Technology (title TBD) (UT Dallas)
· Invited Conference cancelled due to Covid-19
May 2020 Workshop on Public Engagement and Philosophy of Science (Center for Public Engagement with Science, University of Cincinatti)
· Working Group Leader: Science Communication
April 2020 Doing Science in a Pluralistic Society When Virtues are Vices: The Weaponization of Scientific Norms (University of Dayton)
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ORzN3Wygtlw
May 2019 2019 Conference on Values in Medicine, Science, and Technology Recruiting Underrepresented Groups in Philosophy (University of Texas at Dallas)
February 2019 University of California, Merced Explainable Machine Learning: An Integrated Epistemic-Ethical Analysis (Department of Cognitive and Information Sciences)
· Invited
January 2019 University of Oregon Explainable Machine Learning: An Integrated Epistemic-Ethical Analysis (Department of Philosophy)
· Invited
November 2018 Philosophy of Science Association (2018 Biennial Meeting, Seattle, WA)
· Symposium co-organizer (with Maya Goldenberg): Trust and the Feminist Politics of Science Individual presentation: Why Baier? Feminism, Trust, and Power Poster (with Evelyn Brister): Contributions of Women to Twentieth Century Philosophy of Science
August 2018 Association for Feminist Epistemologies, Methodologies, Metaphysics, and Science Studies Contributions of Women to Philosophy of Science (FEMMSS 7, Oregon State University, Corvallis, OR)
· With Evelyn Brister
June 2018 AAAS Pacific Division Weaponized Virtues and Deregulatory “Anti-Science” (2018 Annual Meeting, Pasadena, CA)
June 2018 Consortium for Socially Relevant Philosophy of/in Science and Engineering The Triple Movement of Research Metrics (Fourth Annual Conference, Atlanta, GA)
May 2018 2018 Conference on Values in Medicine, Science, and Technology The Triple Movement of Research Metrics (University of Texas at Dallas)
April 2018 Science, Technology, and the Good Life Toleration, Dangerous Research, and the Goods of Scientific Conflict (University of Notre Dame)
· Invited
May 2017 2017 Conference on Values in Medicine, Science, and Technology The Safety Argument for Autonomous Vehicles (University of Texas at Dallas)
February 2017 University of Florida Explainable Artificial Intelligence: A Coupled Epistemic-Ethical Analysis ()
· Invited
November 2016 Philosophy of Science Association (2016 Biennial Meeting, Atlanta, GA)
· Session organizer: “Science, Values, and Wishful Thinking” Presentation (with Kevin Elliott): Political Dimensions of Wishful Thinking
October 2016 Association for Feminist Epistemologies, Methodologies, Metaphysics, and Science Studies Does this study make me look fat? A critical examination of BMI categories, research, and public perception of weight (FEMMSS 6, University of Notre Dame)
· With Catherine Womack
June 2016 Fifth Summer Symposium on Science Communication Democracy, Inclusion, and Bad Actors (Iowa State University)
May 2016 Consortium for Social Relevant Philosophy of/in Science and Engineering (Third Annual Conference, University of Texas at Dallas)
· Workshop organizer: Consultant, Clinician, Wonk, Philosopher: Non-Academic Careers for Philosophers
Individual presentation: The Philosopher Bureaucrat’s Dilemma
February 2016 Kennedy Institute of Ethics Genetically Modified Crops, Inclusion, and Democracy ()
· Invited
July 2015 International Society for the History, Philosophy, and Social Studies of Biology Feeding the World: Epistemically Significant Decisions in Statistical Modeling (2015 Meeting, Montréal, QC)
June 2015 Society for Philosophy of Science in Practice A Satanic Mill for Science? (Fifth Biennial Conference, Aarhus, DK)
May 2015 2015 Conference on Values in Medicine, Science, and Technology Communicative Democracy and the GM Crops Controversy (University of Texas at Dallas)
May 2015 Third Annual Workshop on Food Justice and Peace Communicative Democracy and the GM Crops Controversy (Michigan State University)
May 2015 Algorithms and Complexity in Mathematics, Epistemology and Science Statistical Practice as Model-Based Science (University of Western Ontario)
February 2015 Providence College The Epistemological Depth of a GM Crops Controversy ()
· Invited
January 2015 California State University, Northridge The Epistemological Depth of a GM Crops Controversy ()
· Invited
November 2014 History of Science Society Practices as a Framework for History and Social Science (2014 Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL)
November 2014 Philosophy of Science Association Genetically Modified Crops and the Underdetermination of Evidence by Epistemology (2014 Biennial Meeting, Chicago, IL)
August 2014 Science, Technology, and Gender: Challenges and Opportunities Do GMOs Increase Crop Yields? It Depends Who You Trust (Canadian Society for Women in Philosophy, University of Waterloo)
July 2014 North American Society for Social Philosophy Depoliticization and Genetically Modified Foods (31st International Social Philosophy Conference, Ashland, OR)
June 2014 Socially Relevant Philosophy of/in Science and Engineering (First Annual Conference, University of Waterloo)
· Symposium organizer: Questioning the Neutrality of Science for Policy Presentation: Do GMOs Increase Crop Yields? It Depends Who You Trust
June 2014 Fourth Summer Symposium on Science Communication Do GMOs Increase Crop Yields? It Depends Who You Trust (Iowa State University)
May 2014 Canadian Philosophical Association Dual-Use Research and the Scientific Community (Congress 2014, Brock University)
· With Charles Pence
May 2014 Science-Policy Interactions Do GMOs Increase Crop Yields? It Depends Who You Trust (University of Texas at Dallas)
February 2014 American Association for the Advancement of Science Why is the GMOf Debate so Intractable? (2014 Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL)
· General Poster Session
October 2013 Association for Feminist Ethics and Social Theory On Okin’s Critique of Libertarianism (2013 Conference, Tempe, AZ)
May 2013 Third Summer Symposium on Science Communication The Two Dimensional Values Gap in the GMOf Controversy (Iowa State University)
April 2013 Food Justice and Peace Workshop Neoliberalism or Polis: The Politics of a Local Food Movement (Michigan State University)
March 2013 American Philosophical Association, Committee on the Teaching of Philosophy A Class on Philosophy and Food: Groping towards Service Learning for Philosophy of Science (Pacific Division Meeting, San Francisco, CA)
· Session on Academic Service-Learning
March 2013 Public Philosophy Network A Class on Philosophy and Food: Groping towards Service Learning for Philosophy of Science (Advancing Public Philosophy Conference, Atlanta, GA)
December 2012 Departments of Philosophy and Women’s, Gender, & Sexuality Studies Two Views of Scientific Practice (University of Connecticut)
July 2012 North American Society for Social Philosophy Rawls’s Rationalist Conception of Personhood (29th International Social Philosophy Conference, Northeastern University)
April 2012 Science-Policy Interactions Conference Two Conceptions of Scientific Practice (University of Texas at Dallas)
March 2012 University of Texas at Dallas Two Conceptions of Scientific Practice ()
· Invited
December 2011 American Philosophical Association Rawls’s Rationalist Conception of Personhood (Eastern Division Meeting, Washington, DC)
April 2011 Science, Knowledge, and Democracy On the Ideal of Autonomous Science (Three Rivers Philosophy Conference 2011, University of South Carolina)
November 2010 Philosophy of Science Association On the Ideal of Autonomous Science (2010 Biennial Meeting, Montréal, QC)
May 2009 Science and Values: The Politicization of Science Is Longino’s Conception of Objectivity Feminist? (Zentrum für interdisziplinäre Forschung, Universität Bielefeld)
April 2009 International Association for Science, Technology, and Society The Value of Explanation (25th Annual Conference, Rochester, NY)
Public and cross-disciplinary talks
April 2024 HPS Podcast (https://www.hpsunimelb.org/the-hps-podcast/episode/7fae0eeb/s3-ep-4-dan-hicks-on-public-scientific-controversies)
· Interview
February 2022 Sci Phi Podcast (https://sciphipod.org/podcast/2022/2/8/episode-73-dan-hicks)
· Interview
April 2017 Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues Science, Policy, and Controversy: The Scylla of Scientism and the Charybdis of Alternative Facts (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9m4qvTrHBK0)
· Invited public talk
January 2017 Arizona State University DC Center Confronting Scientific Controversies: Do Facts Matter? (http://cspo.org/event/cs012717/?mc_cid=449413048c&mc_eid=c7495401c5)
· Invited public dialogue with science journalist Keith Kloor
September 2016 Hofstra University The Myth of Science-Based Policy ()
· Invited public talk
November 2015 Society for the Social Studies of Science 6S [Student Section] Career Development Panel (Denver, CO)
· Panelist
April 2015 Humanist Association of London and Area The GMO Controversy: Health, Safety, … and What Else? (London, Ontario)
· Invited public talk
February 2014 ScienceNow Q&A: Why Are We Still Shouting about GMOs? (https://www.science.org/content/article/qa-why-are-we-still-shouting-about-gmos)
· Interview
April 2013 Saint Mary’s College Local is Everywhere (Notre Dame, IN)
· Invited public talk
Students
· Emilio Lobato (UC Merced, Ph.D., co-advisor)
· Daisy Underhill (UC Davis, Ph.D., prospectus committee member)
· Aaron Chavez (UC Davis, Ph.D., prospectus committee member)
· Dennis Perez (UC Merced, M.A., committee member)
· Anthony Sainez (UC Merced, undergraduate, research supervisor)
· Kaeda Sabrewing (UC Merced, undergraduate, research supervisor)
· Rebecca Korf (UC Irvine, Ph.D., committee member)
· Cosmo Campbell (UC Merced, undergraduate, research supervisor)
· Joseph Dad (UC Merced, undergraduate, research supervisor)
